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Misconceptions
about Thailand



Thailand

Thailand in Brief

"Thailand in Brief " has been prepared by the Thailand Foundation to support students, scholars, and the general public
who wish to give presentations about Thailand to their audiences—for example, exchange program students and
international participants.

The work presents some basic information about Thailand in 11 areas: 1) Geography, 2) History, 3) Politics and
Government, 4) Economics, 5) Demographics, 6) Culture, 7) Values, 8) Thai People and Other Popularity That You May
Know, 9) Misconceptions about Thailand, 10) Thailand's Role on the Global Stage, and 11) Rankings Related to Thailand.

"Thailand in Brief" is produced in both PDF file (.pdf) and Powerpoint Presentation (.pptx) formats, consisting of 394
slides. Users may download and select the topics they wish to present, and may rearrange the sequence of the slides as
appropriate. However, the content of this document cannot be edited. Reproduction or use for commercial purposes
without permission from the Thailand Foundation is not allowed.

"Thailand in Brief" will be updated every third quarter each year. For inquiries or further suggestions, please contact the
Thailand Foundation at info@thailandfoundation.or.th.
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QMisconception

Thailand and Taiwan are
the same place!

(V4Correction

Thailand and Taiwan are NOT
the same place.

e Thailand is in Southeast Asia, while Taiwan is in

East Asia.

Photo credit: Trace Equality Matters




QMisconception Correction

Thailand is a Southeast Asian

economic powerhouse with
Thailand is a poor country! modern infrastructure,

global cultural influence, and strong
development indicators.

e Thailand is the 2nd largest economy in South East Asia.

e Progress in development
o According to the 2026 IMD World Competitiveness Ranking, Thailand advanced four places to 26th globally

out of 70 economies.

o Extensive Mass Transport System with the distance of Bangkok’s rapid mass transportation network
(BTS, MRT, ARL, BRT) covers a combined distance of nearly 250 kilometers.

e 5G Network coverage
o 119.4 Mbps 5G (Median) - Ranked 6th in Global 5G Internet Speeds

Photo credit: Thai PBS World
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https://thaipublica.org/2026/06/thailand-moved-up-in-imd-ranking/
https://thaipublica.org/2026/06/thailand-moved-up-in-imd-ranking/
https://www.speedcheck.org/5g-index/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1629628314988835
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QMisconception ("4Correction

Thailand is generally a safe
Thailand is an unsafe country! Country,(Though caution is advised in certain areas.)

e Thailand is ranked 86th out of 163 countries by the Global Peace Index.

e Generally safe from natural disasters

o Occasional floods in some areas, manageable with effective emergency responses

o Thailand is ranked 8™ in World’s Best Health Care System by Numbeo

Photo credit: Unsplash


https://statbase.org/data/tha-global-peace-index/#:~:text=The%20GPI%20covers%20163%20countries,Domestic%20and%20International%20Conflict%3B%20and
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17qFjheQkA/

Thailand

OOOOOOOOOOO
HaREre

QMisconception
All Thai food is hot and spicy!

(V4Correction
NOT all Thai food is hot and spicy.

 Awide range of dishes catering different tastes, for examples,
Pad Thali, Pad See Ew, Pineapple Fried Rice
e Various health advantages of Thai spices/herbs are widely used in

Thai cuisine
o Several Thai dishes achieved top positions in the global culinary
rankings, for examples;
o World's Best Chicken Soup 2025: Tom Kha Gai (by TasteAtlas)
o World's Best Stew 2025: Phanaeng Curry (by TasteAtlas)
o World's 3rd Best Stir-fried Dish 2025: Pad Kaprao (by TasteAtlas)

Photo credit: Tourism Authority of Thailand
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QMisconception
Thai people ride on elephants!

("ACorrection

Elephants riding is no longer a mean of
transportation.

e Historic and cultural practice, no longer common
o The Elephant Welfare in Elephant Camps (2020) mandate,
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, serves
as a prime example to guarantee captive elephants receive
proper care, adequate food and water, and suitable living
conditions.

e 1,240,394 Vehicles Registered in Thailand (as of Jan-May 2026)
Source: Department of Land and Transport Thailand

Photo credit: Tourism Authority of Thailand



https://web.dlt.go.th/statistics/

Costarica’s Flag

Thailand’s Flag
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QMisconception

Costarica’s Flag vs. Thailand’s Flag

("ACorrection

National Flag of Costa Rica:
Blue - White - Red -~ White - Blue
Red is in the center, and Blue is on the outermost edges

National Flag of Thailand:
Red - White - Blue - White - Red
Blue is in the center, and Red is on the outermost edges
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